
 

 1 

 Introductory Reading 

 

 Feminism in Africa, African Feminism 

 

African feminist Journals 

Agenda 

Feminist Africa 

Southern African Feminist Review (SAFERE) Harare: SAPES Trust.(Edited by Patricia 

MacFadden, published from 1991-1995) 

 

Edited collections  

 

Women Writing Africa 4 Volume Series: 

M.J. Daymond, Dorothy Driver, Nobantu Rasebotsa, Margie Orford, Chiedza Musengezi eds 

Women Writing Africa, Volume I The Southern Region NY:The Women’s Press, 2004 

Esi Sutherland Addy and Aminata Diaw eds. Women Writing Africa, Volume II The West and 

the Sahel. NY:The Women’s Press, 2005 

Amandina Lihamba, Fulata L. Moyo, M.M Muklokozi, Naoi L. Shitemi and Saida Yahya-

Othman eds. Women Writing Africa, Volume III The Eastern Region. NY:The Women’s 

Press, 2007 

Fatima Sadiqi, Amira Nowaira,Azza El Kholy and Moha Ennaji eds. Women Writing Africa, 

Volume IV The Northern Region. NY: The Women’s Press, 2009 

 

Books by African Feminists (Scholars and Activists) 

Adichie, Chimamanda, We Should all be Feminists, NY: Anchor Books 2015. 

Ahikire, Josephine. Localised or Localising Democracy: Gender and the Politics of 

Decentralisation in Uganda, Kampala: Fountain Books. 

 

Akawa, Martha. The Gender Politics of the Namibian Liberation Struggle, Basler Afirka 

Bibliographien 2014. 

 

Amadiume, I 1987 Male Daughters, Female Hubands: Sex and Gender in an African Society, 

London: Zed. 

 

Awe, Bolanle, Nigerian Women in Historical Perspective, Ibadan: Women’s Resaerch and 

Documentation Centre, University of Ibadan. 
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Bennoune, Karima, Your Fatwa Does Not Apply Here: Untold stories from the fiht against 

Muslim Fundamentalism. London,/NY: Norton Publishing. 

 

Djebar, Assia, Algerian White, Storey Press 2001. 

 

Badri, Balghis & Tripp, Aili Mari, Women's Activism in Africa Struggles for Rights and 

Representation, London: Zed 2018. 

 

Bennett, Jane, Killing a Virus with Stones? Research on the Implementation of Policies 

Against Sexual Harassment in Southern African Higher Education, African Gender Institute, 

2005. 

 

Busby, Margaret, Daughters of Africa. London: Vintage 1996. 

 

Charumbira, Ruramisai.  Imagining a Nation: History and Memory in Making Zimbabwe, 

University of Virginia, 2016. 

 

Chung, Fay. Re-Living the Second Chimurenga Memories from Zimbabwe's Liberation 

Struggle. Harare: Weaver Press 2006. 

 

Ekine, Sokari and Abbas, Hakima, The Queer African Reader, Pambazuka Book, 2014. 

 

El Sadaawi, Nawal,The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in Egyptian Society. London, Zed. 

El Sadaawi, Nawal A Daughter of Isis: The Autobiography of Nawal El Saadawi, 

London: Zed, 1999.  

El Sadaawi, Nawal Memoirs of a Woman Doctor. London, Zed 

 

El Sadaawi, Nawal. Woman at Point Zero. London, Zed. 

 

Forna, Aminatta. The Devil That Danced on the Water: A Daughter’s Quest. New York: 

Atlantic Monthly Press, 2002 

 

Gbowee, Leymah. Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer and Sex Changed a 

Nation at War. New York: Beast Books, 2011. 

 

Govender, Pregs. Love and Courage: A Tale of Insubordination. 2nd Edition Oakland: 

Thousand Currents. 2017. 

Gouws, Amanda, ed. (Un) thinking Citizenship: Feminist Debates in Comtemporary South 

Africa. 2005.  

Hassim, Shireen. Women’s Organizations and Democracy in South Africa: Contesting 

Authority. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2006. 

 

Imam, A. Mama, A. & Sow, F. Engendering African Social Sciences. Dakar: CODESRIA 

1996. 
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Ibrahim, Jibrin and Salihu, Amina  eds. Feminism or Male Feminism? The Lives and Times 

of Women in Nigeria (WIN), Kano: Centre for Research and Documentation. 

 

Johnson-Odim, Cheryl, and Nina Emma Mba. For Women and the Nation: Funmilayo 

Ransome-Kuti of Nigeria. Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1997. 

 

Johnson Sirleaf, Ellen. This Child Will Be Great: Memoir of a Remarkable Life by Africa’s 

First Woman President. New York: HarperCollins, 2009. 

 

Karram, A.M. Women, Islamisms and the State: Contemporary Feminisms in Egypt. London: 

MacMillan Press. 1998. 

 

Khasiani, S. and E. Njiro, The Women's Movement in Kenya. Nairobi: AAWORD, 1993 

Kwesiga, Joy C.. Women’s Access to Higher Education in Africa: Uganda’s Experience. 

Kampala: Fountain Publishers, 2002. 

 

Lazreg M., 1994.  The Eloquence of Silence: Algerian Women in Question.  New York:  

Routledge. 

 

Likimani, Muthoni. Passbook Number F.47927: Women and Mau Mau in Kenya. Nairobi: 

Noni. 

 

Mama, A. Women’s Studies and Studies of Women in Africa in the 1990’s, Dakar: 

CODESRIA Green Book. 

 

Matembe, Miria (with Nancy Dorsy) Mira Matembe: Gender, Politics and Constitution-

Making in Uganda. Kampala: Fountain Publishers. 

 

Mba, Nina E, Nigerian Women Mobilized: Women’s Political Activity in Southern Nigeria, 

1900–1965 (Berkeley: University of California, 1982). 

 

Mgbako, Chi Adanna, To Live Freely in the This World: Sex Worker Activism in Africa, 

NY: NY University Press, 2016. 

 

Mernissi, Fatima. Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in a Muslim Society. 

Mernissi, Fatima. The Veil and The Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation Of Women's 

Rights In Islam 1992.  

Nelson, Cynthia, Doria Shafik Egyptian Feminist: A Woman Apart, Cairo: American 

University in Cairo Press,1996. 

 

Nhongo-Simbanegavi, Josephine.  Women and ZANLA, Harare Weaver Press, 2000. 

Nnameka, Obioma. Mapping African Feminisms in Readings in Gender in Africa. 

Bloomington, Indiana: University of Indiana Press, 2005. 

 

Oyewumi, Oyeronke, (ed) African Women and Feminism: Reflecting on the Politics of 

Sisterhood. Trenton: Africa World Press, 2003. 

 

Sadiqqi, Fatima Moroccan Feminist Discourses. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014. 



 

 4 

 

Sharaawi, Huda, Harem Years: The Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist (1879-1924) New 

York, The Feminist Press, 1987. 

 

Sall, E. ed. Women and Academic Freedom in Africa. Dakar: CODESRIA. 

 

Sow, Fatou 2018. Gender and Fundamentalisms. Dakar: CODESRIA. 

 

Staunton, I. ed. 1990.  Mothers of the Revolution.  Harare: Baobab Books. 

 

Steady, Filomina Chioma. The Black Woman Cross-Culturally. Rochester, Vermont: 

Schenkman, 1985 

 

Tamale, S. When Hens Begin to Crow: Parliamentary Politics in Uganda.  Boulder:  Westview 

Press, 1999. 

 

Tamale, Sylvia, African Sexualities: A Reader. Cape Town, Dakar, Nairobi, Oxford: 

Pambazuka Press, Fahamu 2011. 

 

Thiam, Awa. Speak Out, Black Sisters: Feminism and Oppression in Black Africa. London: 

Pluto Press, 1986. 

 

Tripp, Aili Mari, Isabel Casimiro, Joy Kwesiga, and Alice Mungwa. African Women’s 

Movements: Changing Political Landscapes. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

 

Tsanga, Amy: Taking Law to the People: Gender, law reform and community legal education 

in Zimbabwe, Harare, Weaver Press. 

 

Tsikata, Dzodzi, Gender Training in Ghana. Accra: Sedco. 

 

Tsikata, Dzodzi, Cheryl Rodriguez and Akosua Adomako Ampofo. Eds. Transatlantic 

Feminisms: Women and Gender Studies in Africa and the Diaspora.  Lexington Books, 2015. 

 

Uchendu, Egodi, Women and Conflict in the Nigerian Civil War Trenton, New Jersey: Africa 

World Press, 2007. 

 

Urdang, Stephanie. And Still They Dance: Women, War and the Struggle for Change in 

Mozambique. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1989. 

 

Urdang, S. A Memoir: Mapping my Way Home: Activism, Nostalgia and the Downfall of 

Apartheid South Africa. NY: Monthly Review Press, 2017. 

 

 

African Feminist Blogs: 

 The Wide Margin, Varyanne Sika https://thewidemargin.org 

 Ms Afropolitan,  https://www.msafropolitan.com/2017/06/fakefeministopinion.html 

https://www.msafropolitan.com/2017/06/fakefeministopinion.html
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African Feminism(AF)   A pan-African feminists digital space for exploring African 

feminisms though lived experiences. 

Black Looks:  Sokari Ekine Nigerian writer and photographer based in Haiti. 

 

 

  Links to Digital Materials 

 

ABANTU for Development , Pan African and Training & Development Network, Regional 

Office for West Africa, Accra. 

 

African Gender Institute, University of Cape Town 

 

African Feminist Forum Regional gathering brings together African feminist activists to 

discuss strategy, refine approaches and develop stronger networks to advance women’s rights 

in Africa. 

 

African Union Gender Policy 2009  

African Union Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the 

Rights of Women in Africa (2004) 

African Union Women’s Directorate: promotes gender equality in Africa and within the 

AU 

 

African Women’s Development Fund a grantmaking foundation that supports local, 

national and regional women’s organizations working towards the empowerment of African 

women and the promotion and realization of their rights . 

AGENDA South African Feminist Journal, Empowering Women for Gender Equity 

 

Coalition of African Lesbians  is a feminist, activist and Pan-Africanist network of 14 

organisations in 10 countries in sub-Saharan Africa committed to advancing freedom, justice 

and bodily autonomy for all women on the African continent and beyond. 

Akina Mama wa Afrika: international Pan-African NGO development organization for 

African women based in Kampala 

AWID: International feminist organization committed to gender equality, sustainable 

development, and women’s human rights. 

DAWN  -Network of feminist scholars, researchers and activists from the economic South 

working for economic and gender justice and sustainable and democratic development.  

 

FEMNET The African Women’s Development and Communication Network is a pan-  

 African, membership-based feminist network based in Nairobi with over 700  

 members across 46 African countries.  

http://africanfeminism.com/
http://africanhistory.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277734.001.0001/acrefore-9780190277734-e-202#acrefore-9780190277734-e-202-bibliography-0002
http://abantu-rowa.com/our-mission/
http://www.agi.ac.za/agi/about/vision
http://www.africanfeministforum.com/
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/gender_policy_2009.pdf
http://www.achpr.org/instruments/women-protocol/
http://www.achpr.org/instruments/women-protocol/
https://au.int/en/wgd
http://awdf.org/who-we-are/#vision_mission
http://www.agenda.org.za/
http://www.cal.org.za/
http://www.akinamamawaafrika.org/
http://www.awid.org/
http://dawnnet.org/about/
https://femnet.org/
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Feminist Africa: provocative African scholarship attuned to feminist agendas. 

Gender Links: for equality and justice in southern Africa. 

ISIS-WICCE Women’s Cross-cultural International Exchange, based in Kampala 

School of Women and Gender Studies, Makerere University 

2018 Sexual Harassment Policy victory  

2011 Sylvia Tamale ‘Worst Women of the Year” (later 1st women Dean of Law at 

Makerere) publishes new book on African Sexualities AWID 

WILDAF Women in Law and Development in Africa: Pan African network bringing 

together 500 organisations and 1200 individuals with a view to promoting a culture for the 

exercise and respect of women's rights in Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://agi.ac.za/journals
http://genderlinks.org.za/
http://isis.or.ug/
http://womenstudies.mak.ac.ug/
https://journalism.mak.ac.ug/?q=news/260918/makerere-university-revise-sexual-harassment-policy
https://www.awid.org/news-and-analysis/worst-woman-year-sylvia-tamale-publishes-african-sexualities-reader
http://wildaf-ao.org/index.php?lang=en

